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TORCH Environmental Humanities Research Hub
Michaelmas Term 2026 Calendar

W2 	IRISH ANTHROPOCENE LITERATURE
Thursday, October 22nd, 12:00-1:30pm, Schwarzman Centre (Seminar Room 00.063)
This talk introduces the book Irish Anthropocene: Literature, Climate Change, Sovereignty, in which Malcolm Sen (English, UMass Amherst) traces how contemporary Irish literature responds to climate breakdown and engages with the entangled relations between ecology, economy, and politics. 

W4	VIOLENT WATERS
Thursday, November 5th, 12:00-1:30pm, Schwarzman Centre (Seminar Room 00.063)
How were environments and politics remade by sovereigns, floods, mapmakers, migrants, rioters, and writers during wetland improvement projects in early modern England? Violent Waters: Environmental Politics in Early Modern England by Dr Elly Robson Dezateux (History, Oxford) examines flagship ventures which promised to transform unruly fenland fringes into orderly terrain at the heart of national power and productivity. The book will be discussed by Paul Warde (Cambridge), Katherine Ibbett, and Tom Johnson. 


W6	ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION & INDIGENOUS CREATIVE PRACTICES
Thursday November 19th, 12:00-1:30pm, Schwarzman Centre (Seminar Room 00.063)
Jamille Pinheiro Dias (University of London) examines how Indigenous creative practices challenge the conventional temporal frameworks of environmental education, shifting attention from the management of a future crisis towards an emphasis on ancestral presence and intergenerational care.

W7	WHY INEQUALITY PERSISTS
Monday and Tuesday November 23rd and 24th, Schwarzman Centre Theatre and Cinema
Co-hosting with the Oxford Ministry for the Future, this two-day series will run as part of the Schwarzman Centre’s cultural programme on Utopia Now. Kim Stanley Robinson will interview Thomas Piketty, and then perform with Brian Eno. There will also be two roundtables on inequality and the planetary crisis, with guests: Kim Stanley Robinson, Jason Hickel, Joanna Kavenna, Adrienne Buller, Eric Beinhocker, Ilias Alami, and others. For tickets (free except the Eno performance), please see the Schwarzman website.


W8	DALIT ECOLOGIES
Thursday, December 3rd, 12:00-1:30pm, Schwarzman Centre (Seminar Room 00.063)
This talk introduces Dalit Ecologies: Caste and Environment Justice by Mukul Sharma (Environmental Studies, Ashoka University) who argues that caste is not incidental to India’s ecological history but constitutive of it—shaping who labours in its industries, whose bodies absorb its toxicity, and whose knowledge of soil, water, and weather counts as expertise.

The Hub is also running a writing group for PGRs and Postdocs working on environmental topics on Friday mornings in odd weeks in the MSR Dining Room at St Antony’s College (62 Woodstock Road). 

All welcome! If you have any queries or would like to be added to the Hub mailing list, please email envhums@torch.ox.ac.uk. For more programming information, please visit the events tab on our website.
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